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The Responsibility of Parents

“As it is the parents who have given life to their children, on them lies the greatest obligation of educating their family.  They must therefore be recognized as being primarily and principally responsible for their education.  The role of parents in education is of such importance that it is almost impossible to provide an adequate substitute.

It is therefore the duty of parents to create a family atmosphere inspired by love and devotion to God and their fellow-men which will promote an integrated, personal and social education of their children.  The family is therefore the principal school of the social virtues which are necessary to every society.

It is therefore above all in the Christian family, inspired by the grace and the responsibility of the Sacrament of Matrimony, that children should be taught to know and worship God and to love their neighbor, in accordance with the faith which they have received in earliest infancy in the Sacrament of Baptism.  In it, also, they will have their first experience of a well-balanced human society and of the Church.

Finally, it is through the family that they are gradually initiated into association with their fellow-men in civil life and as members of the people of God.  Parents should, therefore, appreciate how important a role the truly Christian family plays in the life and progress of the whole people of God.”

Declaration on Christian Education, #3

Vatican Council II
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  2nd Grade Calendar of Events Continued
First 


First Communion

Wed. PM students - Feb. 1st, 2012 – Receive Study booklets. 
Holy Cross – Study guides will be sent home with your child during last week of Jan.
Home School Students – pick up your First Communion material in the back of church. 
Interviews:

Wed. PM students -  April 25, 2012, in classroom 6:15-7:30pm. 
Holy Cross – during the school week starting April 23, 2012.
Home School Students – interview April 25, 2012, time will be confirmed in writing.
**All interviews must be completed by April 27th, 2012.
**parents are welcome to sit with child during interview

First Communion Practice:

Most Holy Trinity: Saturday, April 28th, @ 9:30am
Immaculate Conception: Sat. May 5th, 2012 @ noon in church

St. Nicholas: Sat. May 5th, 2012 9:30am for 5pm Mass and Sat. May 5th, 2012 at 10:30am for 8am Mass.  Meet in church.
Mass for First Holy Communion:

Most Holy Trinity:  Sunday, April 29th, 2012 at 9:00am Mass
Immaculate Conception: Sunday May 6th, 2012 @ 10am

St. Nicholas: Saturday, May 5th, 2012 at 5pm Mass

AND  Sunday, May 6th, 2012 at 8 AM Mass 
**Professional Photographer will be available for individual, family, and group photos.  Picture time details will be made available closer to the date. All students should plan to be in the group photo even if you are not purchasing pictures. 
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Parent’s Prayer

Lord, grant us the grace to be examples to our children.

When they see us make the Sign of the Cross, genuflect before your Eucharistic presence in the tabernacle, or enter and leave church reverently, may they learn to always turn their innocent hearts to you.  Help us to lead our children closer to you not only by what we teach them, but by the witness of our lives.  May we find the help and strength we need in your great gift of the Eucharist.  Amen
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2nd Grade Prayers

Holy Water Etiquette

Worshippers dip their right fingertips into the holy water font as they enter church and make the sign of the cross.  Repeat before exiting the church.

The Sign of the Cross
In the name of the Father,

The Son, and the Holy Spirit.  Amen


(Make the Sign of the Cross before and after 

saying prayers.  Please make sure your child 

is using his/her right hand, and going from 

forehead to the heart or stomach, to the left 

shoulder and then the right shoulder.)

Proper Genuflecting (Kneeling)

We genuflect (to bend the knee) to show honor and servitude to Jesus Christ present in the Blessed Sacrament (whether in the tabernacle or exposed in the Monstrance during Eucharistic Adoration.

Everyone should genuflect (kneel) toward the tabernacle on the right knee so that it touches the ground whenever entering or leaving a pew, except during communion.

During Eucharistic Adoration, adorers genuflect on both knees when Jesus is present in the monstrance.
Grace Before Meals

Bless us, O Lord, 




and these, Thy gifts, 

which we are about to receive 

from Thy bounty,

Through Christ, our Lord.  Amen

Glory Be

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, 

and to the Holy Spirit.

As it was in the beginning,

is now, and ever shall be,

world without end.  Amen
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2nd Grade Calendar of Events
First Penance

 September 20, 2011:  Families receive First Penance Study  Guides and booklets – begin preparing for the sacrament immediately, a little at a time.

Interviews:
Wed. PM Students: January 18, 2012 
First Penance Interviews, in classroom 6:15 – 7:30.
Holy Cross – The priests will schedule a day in the classroom during the 3rd week of January with your teacher

Home School Students – You will be contacted the first week in January to schedule participation in a classroom interview.
**All interviews must be completed by January 20, 2012   
**Parents are welcome to sit in the classroom during interviews.
First Penance Sacramental Ceremony: 

St. Nicholas – Saturday, January 21st, 2012, 10:00am
Immaculate Conception – Saturday, January 28, 2012 10:00am 
Holy Trinity – Saturday, January 28th, 2012 at 12:00 noon.   
**parents and siblings will have an opportunity for confession also
**remain in church until all students have received Penance, and Father has concluded the ceremony. Please join together immediately in the church basement for refreshments.

Parents: One of the things parents should do to prepare their child for their First Reconciliation is to show them the confessional.  After mass take your child into the confessional in your church.  Show them the inside, have them practice kneeling and talking, help them feel comfortable.  Please feel free to make arrangements with Father after mass to visit with you and let your child know that Father is approachable.  You may choose to call and ask Father about coming 5 to 10 minutes before any of the scheduled confession times at the parish for your child to practice in the confessional.
Confession Times at St. Nicholas: 20 minutes before mass Tuesday – Sat. morning & Saturday 3:30-4:15pm

Confession Times at I.C.: Tues. @ 7:30pm, Sat. 8:30-9am & 4-4:30pm 
Confession Times at Holy Trinity: by appointment
     12

16.   What is the process of making a confession?

1. When it is my turn to make my confession,

a.  I walk into the confessional and kneel on the kneeler.  I wait until the priest opens the little window or screen. OR

b. I walk up for a face-to-face confession and 

     sit down or kneel, depending on what is

     available.

2. Just loud enough for the priest to hear me, 

a. I make the sign of the cross and say, “Bless me Father for I have sinned, this is my first confession.”  (In the future you will say, “It has been ___ months since my last confession.”)

3. I confess my sins in the fewest words possible.  

a. I can say how many times I did it.  Most of my sins can be told like this, “I told a lie 3 times.”
b. I can also tell my sins another way.  I can say what I did that was wrong and then tell why I did it.  I can say,  “I told a lie because I was ashamed of ____.” or “I told a lie because I was afraid of being punished.”

c. Tell the priest “these are my sins & I’m sorry for these & any I might have forgotten”.


4.  I listen to what the priest tells me.


5.  I say the Act of Contrition.

6. I listen to the words of absolution and make the

      sign of the cross.

7. I say, “Thank you, Father” before leaving.

8. After leaving the confessional, I say the prayers the priest has given me for my penance.  If my penance is to do some act, I ask God to help me remember to do it as soon as I have a chance. I thank God for forgiving my sins.
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2nd Grade Prayers Continued

Our Father (The Lord’s Prayer)

Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be Thy Name.

Thy Kingdom come, Thy Will be done,

on Earth as it is in Heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread,

and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us,

and lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.  Amen.

Guardian Angel

Angel of God, my Guardian dear,

to whom God’s love commits me here,

ever this day be at my side-
to light and guard,

 rule and guide. Amen

Hail Mary

Hail Mary, full of grace;

the Lord is with thee.

Blessed art thou among women,

and blessed is the fruit of thy womb, Jesus.

Holy Mary, mother of God,

pray for us sinners,

now and at the hour of our death.  Amen.

Act of Contrition

Oh, my God, I am heartily sorry for having offended Thee. 

I detest all of my sins because 

I dread the loss of heaven and the pains of hell, but most of all, because I have offended Thee, My God, Who art all good and deserving of my love. 

I firmly resolve, by the help of Thy grace, to confess my sins, to do penance, and to amend my life.  Amen
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Sacrament of Penance (Reconciliation)
The Sacrament of Penance helps to cleanse ourselves of our sins on our way to heaven.  It makes us one with God again.  It also gives us special grace each time we go.

  a. Sin is an offense against God. There are two kinds of sin.

       They are mortal and venial.

b. Look at the Ten Commandments as an examination of

     Conscience.

  c. How can we receive the Sacrament of Penance worthily?

1.  We ask God to examine our souls to know the sins we have

      committed - we do this by looking at the Ten Commandments
      and asking what we have done wrong.  

2.  We have to be truly sorry that we committed these sins

3.  Make up our mind not to sin again

4.  Confess all of our sins to a priest (can’t keep any secret)

5.  Be willing to do penance the priest gives us

We can also make up for our offenses by doing extra penances - doing extra chores, willingly giving up food or something we like to do, or by helping people.

Every evening if we think of our past day and any act that we did and say the Act of Contrition, asking God for forgiveness for our daily faults and sins, it makes going to Confession easier the next time and can help us to stay away from sin by causing us to recognize our faults and avoid the sin or temptation that makes us sin.
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13.  What is penance and why do I need to do it?

Penance is the prayers or good deeds the priest tells you to do to make up for your sins.  It shows God that you are truly sorry and wanting to make better choices.

14.  In the Sacrament of Reconciliation, who comes to

        forgive your sins?      Jesus.

15.  To whom did Jesus give the power to forgive sins?
Jesus gave the power to forgive sins to the Apostles who in turn handed that power on to all priests in the Catholic Church. 

 On the day of the Resurrection, Jesus gave us the Sacrament of Confession or Reconciliation.  He said to the Apostles, “If you forgive men’s sins they are forgiven.  If you hold them bound, they are held bound.” Jesus loves us so much that He died for us on Good Friday.  Three days later He rose from the dead on Easter Sunday.  He knew that there was nothing more that makes us as unhappy as sin.  That is why He gave the Apostles and all the Catholic priests that would come after them the power to take away our sins.

16. How often should a person go to the Sacrament of Reconciliation?

That depends on the person.  Many people go to confession every month. Some go to confession once every few months.  
Grace received from this sacrament makes us stronger against temptation.  Remember, a person needs to go to confession as soon as possible after committing a mortal sin.
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10.  What are the Ten Commandments?  Strive to learn them in order! 

1.  I am the Lord thy God, you shall not have any other gods

     beside Me.

2.  You will not take the name of the Lord your God in vain.

3.  Remember to keep holy the Sabbath day. 

4.  Honor your father and you mother.

5.  You will not kill.

6.  You will not commit adultery.

7.  You will not steal.

8.  You will not bear false witness against your neighbor.

9.  You will not covet your neighbor’s wife.

10.You will not covet anything that belongs to your neighbor.

11. Memorize the Act of Contrition. 

LNMV Religious Education Version:

“O my God, I am heartily sorry for having offended Thee.  I detest all my sins because I dread the loss of heaven and the pains of hell, but most of all because I have offended Thee, my God, Who art all good and deserving of all my love.  I firmly resolve, by the help of thy grace, to confess my sins, to do penance, and to amend my life.  Amen.”

12.  What does it mean to have your sins absolved?

To be absolved means to completely take away.  When the priest says: “I absolve you in the Name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,” your sins are completely forgiven.  They are completely gone.  Jesus will never bring them up to you again.  The only reason to ever remember your sins is to remember how merciful Jesus is and to firmly decide never to commit them again.
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Penance Study Guide
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1.  What is original sin?  










   Original sin is the sin that Adam and Eve committed when they disobeyed God (by eating the fruit of the Tree of Knowledge).

2.   What was the consequence of original sin (for Adam

       and Eve, and us)?



They lost their share in God’s life, called Sanctifying Grace.

3.  What happens during the sacrament of baptism?

Original sin is washed away by the sacrament of Baptism.  It is replaced with Sanctifying Grace.  With Sanctifying Grace, we share in God’s life again.

4.  What is temptation? 

A temptation is something that makes a wrong choice look good.  A temptation is not a sin.  Sinning is when you actually do the act. 



Examples:

Temptation:  You want the candy bar that is so easy to pocket, and you don’t have the money with you to buy it. ( Sin is actually stealing the candy bar.)

Temptation: After breaking something that belongs to a family member, you think about blaming the breakage on the pet, a sibling, or a friend.  (Sin is actually telling the lie rather than honestly stating that you broke it and are very sorry.)

Temptation:  You are getting angry and just want to yell and maybe swear at the person making you mad.  (Sin is actually swearing at the person and the loss of temper over a small issue.)
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  5.  What is sin? 

Sin is choosing to say or do something you know is against God’s Law.  You know something is wrong and you choose to do it anyway.  

6.  What are the two types of sin?  Describe each.  

a. Venial sin. 

-Venial sins are acts and thoughts that hurt your relationship to God, as well as others.  


-Venial sins, like lying and pestering siblings, are less serious than mortal sins.  



-Venial sins weaken your soul, making it easier to sin again.  So you must still take responsibility for yourself. 

b. Mortal sin.

- With mortal sin you turn completely away from

   God and you lose sanctifying grace.  

- There are three things that make a sin mortal: 

· It is serious, 

· you know that it is serious, 

· you do it anyway. (murder is an example of mortal sin).

7.  How do you turn toward God and restore sanctifying grace  

     after mortal sin? 
     You must be truly sorry for your sins (perfect contrition), 

     confess your sins in reconciliation and do your penance.  .  
8.  What happens when you sin?  

       When you sin, you hurt God, yourselves and others. 

9.  What does it mean to “examine your conscience”?

     To examine my conscience means I think of my sins by

     trying to remember what I did that was wrong.  With the 

      Holy Spirit’s help, I think of the 10 commandments, and 

     ask myself if I have broken any of God’s Laws.  
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